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S IR, 
IJOTEI NG but my Zeal for che Publithe 
Good of my Native Country; being un- 
willing, after ſo many glorious: Victories 
| *. obtained over the Common Enemy and 
Oppreſlor, to ſee it ruined by a diſadvantageous 
ſettled Commerce; and the Haſte the preſent Ci. 
cumſtances of Affairs required ;could have extorted 
my Thoughts in ſo rude a Dreſs. am retiring from 
the Exchange and Buſineſs, being long ſince paſt my 
grand Climacterick, therefore the leſs to be ſuſpe/ 
Qed to be guided by particular Intereſt, the Grand 
Motive of Human Actions. 

It was an important Queſtion which. an  Ingeni: 
ous Writer ſome time ſince asked, “ Is there any 
Thing in the World that ſhould be more thought 
| © a Matter of State than Trade, eſpecially in an 

Iſland; and ſhould not that which is the common 
i Concern of all, be the principal Care of ſuch as 
N - Govern ; * „ 2e 


JS 


# - 


_— —— — 
** — — 5 . ae 
— Noe 7 * . . 


CAC EAT 
* 


5 


— — 1 T * * * * 7 . ” * "= _— * 
W W OY OL 50S * * f 
1 x , : 
* F 7 — 
„ 9 


- $ Can a Nation be ſafe without Strength > And is 
Power to be compaſſed and ſecured but by Riches? 


* And can a Country become rich any way bout by 


the Help of a well managed and extended Traffick ? 
The Woollen and Silk Manufactures are two very 


great Branches of the Trade of England. The for- 
mer for ſeveral Ages, the other of later Years have 
been the care of the Government: To theſe is ow- 
ing a very great part of that Treaſure with which 
we have maintained a long and expenſive War with 
ſo much Honour and Succeſs. _ 3 — 1 

Theſe Two Branches of our Manufacture do de- 
pend on one another; and the Intereſt of the King- 


kne 


dom with reſpect to them inſeparable ; we Barter 


our Cloth and Serges, our Bays and Says for Raw- 
Silk; 'for Commodities uſed in making and dying 


them, for'Pieces of Eight, Gold Bars, Gold Duſt, 


Cruſado's, and Bills of Exchange. , 

Nothing can be more miſchievous to our Trade 
than the diſcouraging the Exportation of theſe A- 
broad, and their Confumption at Home. 


- 


And nothing will more fatally effect this, than 


the Suffering our Wooll to be carryed away in the 


Fleece; and Silks interfering with thoſe made here, | 


to be Imported ready Manufacture. 
There is not a Gentleman in England, upon the 
leaſt Conſideration, can remain inſenſible of the vaſt 


Ad vantages that accrue to the Nation (his own In. | 
tereſt being included therein) from theſe Manufa- 


to find ſome other Experiment to add to that of 


_ Qtures. For ſhould theſe be diſcouraged, - Wookl muſt | 
neceſfarily-become a Drugg, and it will be difficult 


bury.ng in Woollen, to advance is Price. 
E. 7 + 5 3 | 5 a = | France 


his Predeceſſors. 
1 ritime Greatneſs had i its firſt Riſe ; 
ſeen ſo increaſed, as to conteſt with the United 
Fleets of England and Holland, for the Sovereignty 
of the Sea. 
by Attempts have been made by him, to diſeou- 
5 rage our Merchants. : 
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.. France very well necktie: her Intereſt ; and 


4 knows, that the moſt effectual way to weaken and 
impoveriſh England, is, to Ruin our Trade, 


and 
Advance her own : And the preſent King of Hase 
Ihath attempted this, and ſueceeded beyond any of 
From hence it was, that his Ma- 
which we have 


1 ſhall give ſeveral Inſtances, where- 


? 


By D 5 N on our ; Commit; 


" 1755 „ eſpecially on our Woollen Manufactures; 


which in the Space of leſs than 40 Years, hath 
been advanced to Twelve times the Value it was 


before: Yiz, That on Exgliſb Broad-Cloth , from 


6 Livres, to 80 Livres a 4 and on Engliſh 
Serges, from I, to 12 [zvres a piece. 


2. Under the Pretext of ſeveral Old Laws, His 
Officers have viſited and inſpected the Engliſh 
Drapery ; and have thrown them into Water, ad- 


| judging them defective, whereby their Sales havs 


bers prevented. 


3. Engliſb Merchants are not permitted, in ma- 
ny Places, to have any but French Factors, with 
whom they muſt truſt their Effects; whereb by they 


are hinder'd from Sending Young Men , their Ap- 
e irhers to ee then . 
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Ships, 


(4) 
4. By Laying an Additional Duty of 2.0 Sols per 
Ton on Britiſh Ships, beſides the Ancient Duty of | 


0 Sols per Tun; which hath been more than once I, 
in a Voyage exacted, in Caſe of Ships ee | 


and Loading in different Parts. 


7) The French King, in ſeveral Places, requires 
a Cuſtom of about 6 per Cent. of the Engliſh, * 


for ſeveral Commodities, more than of his own ti 
Subjects of the ſame Places: And they have been 


confined to inconvenient Ports to unlade their | 


6. Another Thing practiſed, hath been the "a 5 
cing Engliſh Maſters of Ships, to take on Board 


the Goods of the Subjects of France ; and often De- 


laying and Preventing their Ships Loading, in Favour | 
of French Veſlels, that the latter might have the ſpee- 
dier Diſpatch, and the Precedency at the Market. 


7. Engliſh Ships, when forced into their Har- 
bours by Streſs of Weather ; their Maſters have 
ſometimes been forq'd to pay Cuſtoms , or give | 
Security, when bound to other Ports of the King- 
dom: Yea, ſometimes have been Confiſcated, and 


the Maſter forc'd to pay a Ranſom. 


8. They have burthen d the Engliſh with extra- 


ordinary Taxes ; and, for Non-Payment, have le- g 


vied on One Perſon, what All reſident on the Place 


have been charged at. 


9. Refined Sugars, and Barrel-Fiſh, were either 
prohibited, or ſuch exceſſive Duties laid thereon, 


as 


(5) 
prevented their Exportation from England to 
ae By theſe, and many other Methods, they | 


have depreſſed our Trade, and enlarged thats own ; 
that an Immenſe Treaſure went yearly from Dog: 
land, to pay the Balance. 


An Anonymous Writer, ſuppoſed to be Sir 
frab Child, taking notice of the exorbitant Imp 


tions laid by France on our Manufactures, blaſues; | 
That whereas there was formerly Vended in that 
4 Kingdom annually, to the Amount of 600,000 
Pounds in Eugliſb 


Drapery; there is now hardly 


1 Vended 50,000 Pounds Worth. 


The Grand Senate of the Nation being ſenſible 


of the Artifices of France to Ruin our Trade, and 


Exhauſt our Treaſure; and being Jealous of his 


growing Greatneſs, wiſely gave a Check thereunto, 
by Laying greater Duties on ſome, Prohibiti 


and Reſtraining other Goods of the Growth and 


Manufacture of France ; at the ſame time, Encou- 
| raging the Making the ſame Sorts in Eugland and 
| Treland, as Alamodes, Luſtrings, and _ plain 
Black Silks, Paper, Hats, Normandy Glaſs, Lookings 
| Glaſs-Plates, and Linnen ; 
tiſts and Weavers have arriv d to a very great Per- 
1 feRtion : 
Pounds Value made here of plain Black Silks 

3 
ved to the Nation ; we being formerly chiefly ſup- 
1 ply'd therewith from France : 
made, is purchaſed with our Woollen Manufa- 
1 cures ; 


3 


in all which, our Ar- 
Inſomuch that there is above 300, ooo 


r Annum ; and conſequently ſo much Money fa- 


The Silk of which 
beſides numerous Families are maintained 


If 
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If ſo much Coin or Bullion is preſerv'd in the | 


Nation by One Branch of . the Silk Manufa- 


ure, it is eaſy to infer, How Miſchievous it muſt 
be to the Intereſt of the Nation, to throw down | 
the Fences the Legiſlature hath from time to time | 


provided for its Preſervation ; and let in not only 
this, but all other Sorts of Flower'd Silks, Silver 


Stuffs and Brocades, and the whole Product of 
France ; whilſt that of Erg/and will, by their Du- 
ties, Sc. be kept out of that Kingdom. | 
It is an undoubted Maxim, That in the Trade 


between Two Nations abſtractedly conſider'd, 
where the Goods Exported are leſs in Value than 


the Goods Imported, that Nation Loſeth propor- 


tionably; for the Balance muſt be paid in Money. 


It muſt indeed be acknowledg'd, that if that Ba- 


lance is from Commodities ſent away Abroad, and 
its Trade thereby enlarg d, the Nation may be re- 


imburſed: But if it be in Goods, that are neither 
neceſſary for Navigation, or uſed in its Manufa- 
ctures, but interfering therewith, are ſuperfluous, 
and tend to leſſen or interrupt any Gainful, Eſta- 


bliſh'd Traffick with other Foreign Kingdoms or 


States; the Miſchief is trebled. For not only ſo 


much of the Riches of that Nation is carry'd away, 
its Poor depriv'd- of a Maintenance, but the Chan- 


nels ſtopt, which would otherwiſe convey and ſup- 


ply-it with Bullion. That this would be our Caſe 


with Reference to France, it thoſe many Laws (ſe- 


veral of which were made in a Time of Peace) 
that have preſerv'd our Treaſure, and guarded our 


Manufactures and our Trade, ſhall be at once re- 
- . peald 
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; (7 
peald, 7 epidene ? And 3 which accents the 
Miſchief, -and' renders it irreparable, is, An Ambi- 
tious Prince aſpiring after Dominion, who upon 
all Occaſions hath been an Enemy to our Religion, 
our Trade, our Conſtitution, will hereby be en- 
rich'd, and render d more formidable to all Europe; 
for whoſe R Repoſe and Liberty , „ we have ſpent ſo 

= much Blood and Treafure:' 

There was an Act paſs'd laſt Sellous of Parlia- 
ment, for the Laying a Duty on Gilt and Silver 
Wire; in which all Gold and Silver Thread, Lace, 
Fringe, or other Work made thereof, was prohi- 

bited to be imported into Great Britain, during the 

Continuance of the ſaid Duty. This Advance on 

| Wl their Goods, /prov'd very injurious-to the Manufa- 

Qurers, who are very Numerous ; taking in all 

| the various Sorts employ'd therein, not leſs than 

Six Thouſand Perſons were found (upon a Calcu- 

lation lately made) to be in One Pariſh, ſubſiſting 

thereby. A conſiderable . Part of this Manufa- 
| Qture (in, which 7urky-Silk is made uſe of) is ſent 
beyond Sea, and Returns made in Silver and Gold. 

Should this Clauſe be repeal'd, it would be a great 

) Detriment to the Nation J and the Ruin of many 

Thouſand Families. For not only that unaccoun- 

table Fondneſs which Engliſb Ladies have for what-. 

ſoever is of French Fabrick, but Intereſt alſo, (be- 
ing to be afforded cheapeſt ) will give them the 
preference, whereby what will be worn here, or 
ſent Abroad, will Gor the. > moſt Pert) be A- la- 
. de France. LY 44 


B We. 
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ence, and miſchievous Ef eas, that the Repealing 
the Laws that Regulate and Reſtrain the Com- 
merce of France. with England, will have on theſe 


Silk Manufactures, . and by Conſequence, on the 


, An. ene Fnwbogh, Hallau, 
and . e 


= L..- 'To Portugal \ we 3 various kinds of 
Worſted Stuffs, Serges, Bays, long and ſhort 


modities for Dying „Sc. bien of 2 Gold 


Silk, fit to make Alamodes, Luſtrings, Mantua's, 
and all Sorts of Rich Silks plain and flower'd. 


To ſet in a clearer Light the pernicious Influ- fr. 


Two Branches of our Trade, vz., the Woollen and 


28 


Intereſt of England : 1 ſhall take a brief View of 4 
our Trade with ſome of the Chicfeſt Nations, 
with Reference to theſe Branches, that together 

with Us, are moſt likely to be affected thereby; 


Cloths, Says, Silk and Worſted Hoſe, &c. From | 
whence we have for Returns, Wine, Oyl, Com- 


Bars, and Moyda's. 
2. We Import from Italy, Sica, &c. fine Raw 


And alſo we have from thence, ſeveral Sorts of | 
Excellent Wines, Oyls , in Exchange for many 
Thouſand Bales of Serges, Bays, Perpets, Kerſies, 
Says, Spaniſß e Long Cloth, Seatts, Fan- 


nels, Se. c. 


DSA oO 


We 950 to ae Bilbos and Cadiz, Bays, I 
Perpets, Stuffs, Cotrons, Worſted Hoſe, and other | 
Woollen Manufactures, in great Quantities, _ | 


A my 


"Ty 


10 IJ from hence we bring back Spaniſh ' Wool, and Oyls ; 
without which, we ſhould be at a very great Loſs 
to make fine Cloths, and Medleys. 


4. We Export to Hambugh, Perpettz Spaniſh 

X Cloths, Single Dozens, Bays, Flannels, Worſted 
= Hoſe, &c. And Returns are made _ in 
Þ e oe pe | 128 | 


5. Holland is 1 great Mart for very many of 
our Commodities, and that in vaſt Quantities ; 
vz. Bays, Spaniſl Cloths, Serges, Flannels, Wor- 
ſted Hoſe, Stuffs. Of which laſt, T have obſerv d 
One Entry Cs long ſince) of Twenty Thouſand 
Pieces, made by Mr. Cock, a Merchant lately de- 
ceaſed. We receive in Barter, Linnens of various 
Sorts, &c. | 


' The greateſt Vent we havefor Woollen- Cloth, is 
7 urky ; whither alſo are ſent ſome Serges. The 
principal Returns are in Bales of Silk; viz. Bella- 
dine of ſeveral Sorts, Sherbaffe and Ardaſs.. Some 
Galls, uſeful for Dying, are imported thence, 
Many of theſe Bales of Silk are exported for Hol- 
land and Ireland; but the greateſt Part Manufſactu- 
red here ; Serving for Diverſity of Purpoſes, and 
| Employing vaſt Numbers of Poor People, and Sea- 
men' s Wives and Children. 


This Short and Imperfect Scheme, (by Com- 

A paring it with what 900 a Free Trade we may 
expect will be Imported upon Us from France; 
n the Effect i it will have on our Foreign Trade ; and 
Sn - > whar 


be given, both to our Domeſtick and Foreign Traf- 
ek, ang Nec thereby. Masa 1 


in a very great degree, prejudice our Trade with || 


on an Equal Foot with thoſe of Portugal, they will | 
be afforded cheaper. For the Vero being much | 


thither to Market with our Money ; the other we 


land, Germany, and Hamburgh. Which Places take 
off very great Quantities ., Woollen Manufactures 


Manufactures in North. Britain and Irelaud. 


81 


what we are likely to Export thirher, in Lieu there- | 
of) will ſufficiently evince the vaſt Detriment and | 
Loſs the Nation will ſuſtain, and what a Stab will 


1 oo oi a o'r N 
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1. 1 he el of Wines ou France, will, ) 


Portugal (A Trade, that for ſeveral Years hath || 
ae very advantageous to England): For if put 


ſhorter, and little Veſſels ſerving for that Purpoſe, | 
Charges of Freight, and Seamen will be proporti- 
onably leſs. Unleſs ſome will object and ſay, We 
ſhall buy French Wines cheaper, becauſe we go 


have in Exchange for Goods. 


2. The Importation of Linnens Sy France; | ? 
will be very detrimental to our Trade with Hol- 


made in various Parts of the Kingdom; beſides | 
Sugars and Tobacco's, the Product of our Planta- | 
tions; and will alfo give a Check to the Linnen 


The Importations of Silks plain and bes d. 
Silk and Silver Stuffs and Brocades, will greatly 
prejudice our Italian and Turty Trades: For theſe 
ManufaRures, upon ha Encouragement , will! 


quickly 


(14) 

quickly revive, and flouriſh in France; Whilſt we 
| thall be as ſoon ſenſible of the, Reverſe thereof; 
by which means , they will in time become the 


55 n — * . * 
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EN beſt Chapmen for Silk. For as our Silk Manufa- 
Saures decline, our Occaſions for Silk will be leſ- 
ſened. Beſides, France hath of late Years! very 
0 much improved in making of Cloth; and by the 


which they will never want, they will be enabled 
to furniſh the Ottoman Ports with great Quantities 


ill of Cloth; and as for Fine Cloaths they will have 
the Advantage of us, for by their Afﬀinity with 
e, Spain, and the Intereſt French Councils have in that 
Cl Kingdom, they will be ſupplyed upon cheaper 
Ve Terms with Spaniſh Wooll, than we are likely to 
go be. This being of the higheſt Importance to the 
1 Landed Intereſt as well as to the Trade of England, 
I refer you to the Repreſentation made by the Clo- 
, hiers of Wilts, &c. to the Lords Commiſſioners 
„for Trade, now lying in the Honourable Houſe of 
een A - LL 
res _ Upon a Computation made when the Trade was 
8 opca between France and England, there was not 
ta- leſs than a Million of Pounds Sterling per Annum 
en Imported into England, in theſe three Species, of 
| the Growth and Manufacture of France. Mr. For- 
5 trey, an Ingenious Perſon, in a little Tract writ in 
d, 1663. lately Reprinted, makes the Value to be 
tly much greater. What was Exported from England 
eſs to France, and from Frauce into England, in Anno 


vill ng to f 
kly them by the Command of the Lords Commiſſio- 


ners 


Aſſiſtance of our 'Z»g/zſh Wooll, Fullers Earth, 


1668. according to a Scheme of Trade laid before 


"TD 
gers for the Treaty of Commerce with France, b y | 


the Engliſh Merchants Anno 16. 74 the Account is 
as allows, 3 


8 


. Sl Manufactures Er een 
Lend, Tia, Allow? Cale Skin gs 
ea in om ve-Skins, and 

Leather, Cc. Valued t ·— - — 86400 6 00 


F 0 


Total I7102r 06 08 
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Lianen 58 Silk . Im- 


7 orted into England from Noe 807250 04 00 


alued at 
French Wine one Year with e. 


— — 
— — 


11000 Ton, at 124. tos. per Ton is 8 137500 o⁰ oo 


Brandy, Paper, Kidskins, &. amoun- 
ting to per Anm -. 


—— need 


—— 


Total 1136150 4 09 


Deduct the ens of what was 


Exported from Eng land to France- 4 ryan 2915 8 


5 


Loſs ro England, being the Ballance — 955128 17 04. 


Laces, Oc. a 80 . Value; of which no Eftimato 
was taken. | 


E i hos © f 


191400 00 oo 


Beſides T oys, Fans, Jeſt: \min Gloves, Laces, Point : 


The Quantities of the ſeveral Particulars Expor - — 


ted and Imported, with their reſpective Valuations, 
1 refer you to the Scheme it ſet, lately printed and 
annexed 
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annexed to the Repreſentation. of our Merchants | 
belore-· mentioned, which is full of many Rational 
and Curious Obſervations, with relation to 2p ſot- 
ling of a Trade of Commerce "with Frances! 


F. 


1 ſhall Fami this Head vibe two or three oba 


| | OUS Remarks. en en „ 


1. Amongſt all the Particulars imported. us WAG 
France, there are none that we can Export tora Fo- 
reign Market,” whereby any Advantage may accrue 
to England; very few, if any proper to he uſed 
about our own ManufaQures, or of — uſe 
to the Nation. 9 

2. One Half of the Commodities we 1 Ex: 
ported to France, were what they-could not well be' 
without; the other Half being Woollen Goods, 
France hath laid an Additional Duty ee ive 
1667, which i is ike to continue. 5. 40 44 

That unleſs the Balanee be very much altered in 
our Favour by the Enlargement of our Trade thi- 
ther, and by contracting of theirs hither, by a well 
concerted and ſettled Commerce between England 
and France, of which I ſee little likelyhood,by — 

Four Species of our Commodities will ſtill be ſub- 
jected to the high Duties of 1699, the Nation muſt 


be ruined. For to ſuffer our Money to be conti- 


nually carried to France to a very great Value, and 
a Stop at the ſame time put to its being brought: 
into Eng/and, by obſtructing and leſſening our Ex- 
porttions to all thoſe Frei Parts, which 75 

make 


"my. 


malke very conſiderable: Additions” Annually to the 


Treaſure and Riehes of the Kingdom, as a Free 
Trade to France will undoubtedly do; muſt be of 
moſt fatal Conſequente to this Nation. 

Ihe Legiſlature in the Thirtieth Year of King 
Charles the IId's Reign was very ſenſible hereof; for 
in the Act of Prohibition, then made are theſe 
Words, viz. © Foraſmuch as it hath been by long 
Experience found; that the Importing of French 
„Wines, Brandy, Linnen, Silks, Salt, and Paper, 
and other Commodities of the Growth, Product, 


c or Manufactures of the Territories and Domini- 


< nions of the French King, hath much exhauſted 
* the Treaſure of this Nation, leſſened the Value 
of the Native Commodities and Manufactures 
* thereof, and CONT: great Detriment to this 
2 « Kingdom i in general: Be it Enacted, SS. 

. — this Paper omitted to ſpeale of 


er other of our Commodities, as Tobacco, Su- 


gars, Sc. as alſo what Influence an Open and free 
Frade with France is like to have on our Fiſheries 


and Navigation; as being inconſiſtent with my in- 


tended Brevity, and in regard they are like to be 


the Subjects of abler Pens. I ſhall therefore only 
preſent to your View one Argument more, drawn 


from Experience and founded on Matters of Fact, 
which will, as I conceive, convince all unbiaſſed 


Perſons, of what dangerous Import it will be to 
the Trade, the Intereſt, the Proſperity of England, 
to Repeal thoſe Laws, that the Experience of ma- 


ny Vears have found to be advantageous and abſo- 
Em. neceſſary for the preſerving and e 
1520 thereot 
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and Condition of our Woollen and Silk Manu 


factures, at the time the Act of Parliament 


paſſed for laying a Reſtraint on the Manufactures 


of India, as Silks, Gc. and what a happy Change 
thereof appeared ſoon after paſſing of the aid 
£9 T6934 DOA + £#0TIO0 2 200116} 14903 OF. 
1. Some time aſter French Silks were prohibited, 
the Humour of our Engliſp Ladies, always variable, 


: 


and prone to deſire Foreign Rarities, gave ſuch a 


ſudden and ſtrange Turn to their Fancies, that no- 
thing would pleaſe but what was of Indian Make. 


It muſt indeed be owned, that by the Aſſiſtance of 


Dyers, ſeveral Artiſts and Patterns ſent from hence, 
they were wonderfully improved in the Colours, 
Figures, and Goodneſs.of their ManufaQtures. This 
Demand for them quickly brought over vaſt Quan- 
tities. And whereas formerly Raw Silk, now 
Wrought Silks were a conſiderable part of the Com- 
pany's Cargoes. Perſons of all Degrees, and Qua- 


lities, that could purchaſe them, made uſe thereof 


for Apparel, for Furniture of their Houſes, for 
Coaches, inſomuch as that it raiſed general Mur- 


murings throughout the Kingdom. Numerous Pe- 


titions came up to the Parliament, complaining of 
the Decay of Trade, craving their Commiſeration. 
Canterbury, (where lately was a flouriſhing Trade) 
almoſt ruined ; and the Looms of that City which 
were near a Thouſand, reduced much beneath one 
Hundred: Whole Streets in Spittle-Fields almoſt 
yninhabited ; ſeveral Ingenious Artiſts left the King- 
612001. | _* nt 451: RO | 


dom; others not half employed; many were forced 
to ſeek Relief from their reſpeRive Pariſhes, others 
to beg their Bread. It muſt have melted any Heart 
but one of Adamant, to have ſeen the various Di- 


ſtreſſes and Perplexities numerous Families were in, | 


through Hunger and Cold, Poverty and Sickneſs; 
and heard, in what different Dialects they gave vent 
to their Paſſions and their Sorrows : And what can 
we expect but to have this diſmal Scene renewed, 


if French Silks ſhall be ſuffered to be imported? 
You, if poſſible, their Condition would be worſe, | 


22 
4 * — 


r. The Weaving Trade is greatly increaſed ſince, 
and: Alamodes, Luteſtrings, Sc. and Rich and Sil- 
ver Stuffs of a very great Value, and Brocades, 
will be Imported from France ; few of which ever 
came from [dia 1 ETAL 


2. Importations from India were not ſo frequent, 


ſo that our Manufacturers could better guard againſt 


them; whereas thofe from France will be every 


Month, every Week, and from thence our Gentry 
are too apt to take their Faſhions ;by which means 
out Manufacturers will lye under the greateſt Diſ- 
rouragements imaginable, and this will prove very 
calamitous to the poorer Sort; for now in Winter 
many Rich Silks are made, which employ many poor 
Hands; but then they muſt reſrain, for they know 


not what Fancies, what Figures will be brought 


over from Face, and the Hazard will be too great 


to make any eonſiderable Preparations upon ſuch | 


Pacertainties. * 3- There 
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15 [There i is a x very high 9 on pt Silks, 
ſhould liberty be given for their Conſumption here; 
but French will be admitted on eaſier Terms, and 
our Meavers will be forced to a double ; 
for Cheapneſs, and for Preference in inte Lady's F Fa. 
vourt ©0909) CRIT TIES 


. Upon the many petitions of che — ard | 
Silk Manufacturers, the Parliament took their'deplo- 
rable Condition into Conſideration, and Ordered 
a Bill for their Relief; which met with fierce and 
violent Oppoſition from a Gteat and Potent Body 
who had is ableſt Pens, the greateſt Lawyers their 
Gold could procure, to manage and plead their 
Cauſe; but Reaſon and the true Intereſt of the Na- 
tion being on the Weavers ſide, the BILL paſſed 
both Houſes, and obtained the Royal Aſſent; and 
the Effects thereof ever ſince have ſufficiently ju- 

nt, n their W iſdom therein. 


"> There was Eighteen Months allowed by the Ad 
ry for Perſons. to diſpoſe of their Stocks, but theſe 
ins were much ſooner ſwept away, even at advanced 
if- M8 Prices, by the Eagerneſs that appeared in all ſores 
ry of People to furniſh themſelves therewith. + No 
ter ſooner was the Act paſſed, but the fainting Spirits 
zor of the Manufacturers revived; new Life and Vi- 
ow Lor ſeemed diffuſed throughout the Nation upon 
zhe the Proſpect of thoſe Advantages, which before the 
eat || Eighteen ] Months were expired they began to be in- 
ch | ſlated i in.; Manufacturers returned from their Re- 
ere 1 Cz 35 tirements, 


. p - : Y 


* ä Y : F N * * 
& ; 
* * 
E % « 

7 *. Y 

' 1 8 

, * 

( 7 | 5 


tirements, Empty Houſes re- inhabited, new Looms 


daily mounted, Ingenuity diſcovering it. ſelf in 


great Improvements, in inventing new Species, 
fitted to the Genius of our Neighbours, whither ma- 
ny were Exported, adapted for the various Expences 


of all ſorts of Perſons; inſomuch that for the Neat- 


neſs and Variety of Figures, and Curioſity of Work, 


', we are exceeded by no Artiſts in the World; and 


ho:dobbr' they will ſtill advance, if our Gentry con. 
tinue to encourage them. Many new Buildings 


have ſince been Erected in and about Spitele. Fields, 
and Rents riſen 20 per Cent. Canterbury ſoon expe- 


rienced the Effects hereof in the Return of their In- 
habitants, and the Employment of all amongſt 


them And the Influences hereof; was not con- 


fined to our Manufacturers, our Merchants were 
Sharers in the Benefits thereof. To this Act it is ow- 
ing that thoſe advantageous Trades to the Levant, to 
Italy have ever ſince flouriſhed: :. 


Thus I have given you a ſhort but true Repre- 
ſentation of u hat T have ſeen and know, and what 


Thouſands can teſtifſy; and there is no doubt but 


the ſame Cauſes, whether they proceed from India 
or from France, or any other Kingdom, will have 


the ſame Effect: For what can be plainer than this, 


that to Import Goods Manufactured into a Nation 
interfering with, and uſed for the ſame Purpoſes 
with its own Manufactures, mult neceſſarily deprive 


the Makers thereof of ſo much of their Employ- 


ment? And muſt not theſe poor Labouring Peo- 
ple, with their Families, be reduc d to the utmoſt 
| LSE e 13145 e eee; 


Advantage, ſuch an Opportunity offerdiiRidbce, 
will be neglected and ſlighhted ? The Reverſ here 
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Diſtteſs ; ; be forc'd:to trabel; tb; ſeelt Ruließ df 
their reſpective Pariſhes, to beg their Bread, n fomto 
prevent Starving? Can any Perſoncin that 
the Repealing thoſe Laws that now kee but 
French Manufactures, will not bring tlism in great 
Plenty upon us? Can we ſuppoſe, that ſuch an 


of is equally plain. If we keep ſuchr Foreign N 
nufactures from being imported, our owt People 
will have Employment; 2 whereby to : Maintam 
themſelves, their Wives and Children; our Ma- 
nufactures will be preſerv d in a flouriſhing;.Condi® 


4s ent and the Riches of the Nation increale.- 2 M4 
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The Nation is now Re) aeg for: 4 Con: 
cluded and Proclaim'd ; of which, Glorious Things 
have been ſpoken : We are all in a waiting Po- 
ſture , expecting the Fruits and Iſſue thereof. 
May it anſwer all thoſe Great and Juſt Ends, 
which engaged the Government in ſo long and 
Coſtly a War ; May it exceed our Hopes, and be 
attended with Love and Charity, with Tranquility 
and Unity in the Church, in the State ; That the 
Honour, the Safety and Happineſs of Three King- 


doms may be eſtabliſh'd thereby: And, as a Means 
conducing thereunto, May our Trade be increas'd, 
our Manufactures pro- 


our Navigation enlarg'd , 


ſper : May that Barrier, which our Laws have. 
fixed to Guard and Preſerve them, be continued; 
That our * Force may never decay, nor our 


Pn 
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Treaſiue be exhauſted; That our Man 


(Cc 20 * 


may never fall a Victim. tothe: Power, Poliey, 
and Artifices of France: ; nor the Expreſſions of our 
Joy und by the — the Sighs _ nears 
tions of diſtreſſed eavers. i 
me lou 2 
ni ſhall ackciode 4050 Lines 0 which 1 ſubmit to 
your Diſpoſal with an Obſervation of an Inge- 
— Author: ; (Dr. Davenant, 4»/a late Tract con- 
Traue The Freuch have dealt with Us, 
ns if / they thought the Genius of France had 
3 a perfect Maſtery over the Genius of 
England; otherwiſe they would not have fo 
ec imad upon Us in Matters of this Nature: 
4 Where, tho our Court would not See, the Peo- 
ple muſt needs Feel; and where the Legiſla- | 
2:2 wks was certain to be ee „and at la to 
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 Whereby it it is ole. that i in Three Years Time; 


| the Duty on our Ergliſb Woollen Manufactures 
was doubled. And this is One of the Four Spe- 


cies of Commodities, excepted ayt of the Tarif 
of 1664 ; and is of the greateſt Importance tro 
England. | 


8 ( 


. B. A 8 made to His Late 
eſty, King William, dated December the 23d. 
TY by the Lords Commiſſioners for Trade, af- 


WE 'Fts , That the French over-balance i m om 


were, qbout a Million per Amn. 
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